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Art. IX. — CRITICAL NOTICES. 



1. — The Mathematical Miscellany. Conducted by C. Gill, 
Professor of Mathematics in the Institute at Flushing, 
Long Island. Vol. I. pp. 414. 8vo. 

This volume is formed of six numbers, which have been 
published as a periodical, two numbers yearly, during the 
last three years. Without intending to give any thing like 
an analysis of the work, we have thought it our duty to pro- 
mulgate, to the extent of our circulation, a knowledge of its 
publication ; claiming for the learned and ingenious con- 
tributors to its pages the honor which their labors, in the 
most abstract department of science, so richly merit. We 
feel this duty the more strongly impressed upon us, when we 
reflect, that, apart from the satisfaction found in the success- 
ful investigation and solution of the problems of the Miscel- 
lany, its authors can look for no possible reward but that 
of reputation, which, if limited to those who read and ap- 
preciate their work, must be altogether too narrow for their 
deserts. We perceive, moreover, in the modest and unpre- 
suming science of this work, some compensation for the high 
tone of pretension, amongst us, to discovery, in departments 
of philosophy, in which, if truth must be told, we are lamen- 
tably deficient. 

Publications, similar to that here noticed, have been long 
known in Europe. The most celebrated of these, the " La- 
dies' Diary," was commenced in 1704, and is yet continued. 
On the list of its contributors are the names of Simp- 
son, Emerson, Landen, Hutton, and Vince. In addition 
to the " Ladies' Diary," the English have, likewise, sup- 
ported the " Gentlemen's Diary," the " Mathematical Com- 
panion," Hutton's " Miscellanea Curiosa," and Leybourn's 
" Mathematical Repository " ; the pages of which bear 
the names of some of the most eminent of the English 
mathematicians. Nor is a mathematical periodical entirely 
new in this country ; as the present work was preceded 
by " The Mathematical Correspondence," " The Analyst," 
and, more immediately, by the "Mathematical Diary " ; the 
publication of which was commenced, in the year 1825, under 
the direction of Dr. Adrain, then mathematical professor in 
Columbia College, and was continued by him and Mr. Ryan 
to the year 1830 ; forming two volumes of 316 and 194 pages. 



1839.] Marshall on the Constitution. 485 

The " Diary " contains problems of the highest order, the 
solution of which required the most consummate skill in the 
application of mathematical analysis. Amongst the princi- 
pal contributors to this work, besides its editors, were, Dr. 
Bowditch, (who took a constant and deep interest in its suc- 
cess, and, as the most effectual exhibition of his desire to 
encourage it, always furnished solutions to all the problems,) 
and the eminent mathematicians, Professors Strong, Ander- 
son, and Nulty. 

The character of the " Miscellany " differs, in no essential 
respect, from its predecessor, except in the addition of what 
is called a Junior Department, comprising problems suited 
to the strength of those who have not yet penetrated the 
depths of mathematical learning. The body of the work, 
like the " Diary," contains problems requiring the whole 
power of the calculus, as is shown by the solutions of its 
principal contributors, of whom we cannot refrain from men- 
tioning the names of the eminent Professors, Avery, Catlin, 
Gill, the editor, Peirce, Root, and Strong. Nor can we for- 
bear adding to this record the fact, that the name of Pro- 
fessor Strong runs through every number of the " Diary " 
and " Miscellany," as having furnished solutions to every 
question in both works. Since we regard the publication of 
the " Miscellany " as highly honorable to its authors, and 
one of the most efficient means which can be devised for 
promoting the cultivation and advancement of the science to 
which it is devoted, we cannot but hope, that it will be con- 
tinued in an uninterrupted series. 



2. — The Writings of John Marshall, late Chief Justice of the 
United States, upon the Constitution. Boston : James 
Munroe & Co. 1839. 8vo. pp. 728. 

This volume contains the opinions delivered by the late 
Chief Justice, upon the various questions of constitutional law 
which came before him while in office. It includes, not only 
those of the whole bench, drawn up by himself, but one or two 
other opinions, in which he dissented from the majority of the 
Court, as well as some of his own decisions upon the circuit. 
The object of the editor, in the present compilation, is stated 
to have been, first, to place these masterly discourses within 
the reach of the general public, by collecting them together, 
out of the numerous volumes of Reports in which they lie scat- 
tered; and secondly, to furnish the student of the Constitution 
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